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City of Somersworth, NH
One Government Way
Somersworth, NH 03878
603-692-4262

City Hall Hours
Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday
8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

City Hall will be closed on Tuesday,
December 24 & Wednesday, December

25 for the Christmas Holiday

City Hall will also be closed on
Wednesday, January 1 for the New Year

Holiday

Visit our website

December City Council Meeting
Monday, December 16 at 7:00 p.m.

City Manager Reports for the
City Council Meetings available here

Committee Meetings this Month

The Mayor's Corner

"Honoring my Father Through a

Plastic Santa"

Last holiday season I wrote this piece to
honor my father who continues to battle
Alzheimer’s. For those who know “Gordy”,
his strong will is still here and continues to
shine light on the “Plastic Santa” he so loves.
The Hilliard family continues to be blessed as
Dad is with us for another holiday season.
We are also grateful for the love and support
the community has shown in honoring his
years of dedication to the Somersworth
community and coaching our youth.

This year, we are filled with pride as we
celebrate my father’s accomplishments, being
selected as Grand Marshall of the
Somersworth / Berwick Christmas Parade.
We would also like to extend a heart filled
thank you to his hospice and nurse team, who
continue to treat him with dignity and grace
each day. It is often said it takes a community
to grow a child, I have learned as my Dad
continues to approach his final journey, it also

http://www.somersworth.com
https://www.somersworth.com/city-manager/pages/city-manager-reports


Site Review Technical Committee
Wednesday, December 11 at 10:30 a.m.

School Board Meeting
Tuesday, December 10 at 7:00 p.m.

Conservation Committee
Wednesday, December 11 at 6:00 p.m.

Traffic Safety Committee
Wednesday, December 18 at 2:00 p.m.

Planning Board
Wednesday, December 18 at 6:30 p.m.

Historic District Commission
Wednesday, December 19 at 7:00 p.m.

takes a community to honor, respect and say
good bye and making each day meaningful,
celebrating life for incredible gift it is.

For all who have and continue to make each
moment of fathers final days meaningful,
thank you, The Hilliard Family is forever
grateful for the amazing community we live in,
our home called Somersworth.    
 
Read more

Mayor's Office Hours
Monday: 5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday: 5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Friday: 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

People are welcomed to stop by during this
time. Or, if you prefer, you can make an

appointment by calling Brenda at 692-9503
or email bbreda@somersworth.com

William Connor, Somersworth Resident reflects on the Flag Raising for the
Marine Corp & POW/MIA.

The Flag Raising took place on November 8 at Citizens Place

I want to thank our Honorable U.S. Senator Jeanne Shaheen for the letter regarding
Somersworth's Flag Raising Ceremony. May I tell you what took place at this
ceremony: When I arrived at our City Hall the sun had gone down, snow flakes were
falling and it was bone chilling outside. I parked in the City lot and walked up the
outside stairs to the Citizens Place and observed a lone figure attaching the ceremonial
flags in preparation for their raising, our Mayor of the city doing what he always
seemed to be doing behind the scene, taking care of business and making sure it gets
done right, this act sounds so familiar reflecting on the Senator's numerous behind the
scene efforts that we never see or hear about.
 
As I made my way into City Hall to the Mayor's Office, came a chorus of laughter
emanating from those who had arrived early for the ceremony. the usual group of
jovial advocates were present and warmhearted in greeting those arriving, all engaging
in the usual chatter about past politicians and what expectations await the newly elected
to office.
 
I did take notice of the numerous portraits on the Mayors office walls and observed
many of our past presidents of both political parties, democrat and republican. This left

https://www.somersworth.com/site-review-technical-committee
https://www.somersworth.com/school-board
https://www.somersworth.com/conservation-commission
https://www.somersworth.com/planning-board
https://www.somersworth.com/historic-district-commission
https://files.constantcontact.com/19018d8e201/8737d625-7db2-4238-9389-c30b695b7af5.pdf
mailto:bbreda@somersworth.com


me with the impression that this Mayor was a true bi-partisan patriot at heart.
 
Upon his arrival from being outside, the Mayor having received the senator's letter
proceeded to read aloud the letters salutations and remembrances to the Marine Corps /
POW/ MIA, ending with all of those present saying, Thank you Senator Shaheen.
 
The group then departed into the chilly night with snow falling, to raise the 2 flags at
the Citizens Place. Mayor Dana Hilliard had assigned the task of raising the Marine
Corps flag to our City Manager Robert Belmore, as his son was an active member of
the Marine Corps and I being a veteran was given the honor of raising the POW / MIA
flag. The 2 flags were then raised in unison, sending a sound of reverence into the
windy night, we all gave out a cheer of well done and appreciation for those we must
not ever forget to honor. The ceremony was considered a success and has etched a
lasting memory for those in attendance.
 





Department of Public Works & Utilities

Solid Waste, Recycling & Bulky Waste Collection

Christmas Holiday Collection
Reminder that Residential curbside collection of trash and
recycling will run on its normal schedule on, Tuesday,
December 24, Christmas Eve. However residential curbside
collection of trash and recycling will not occur on Christmas Day, Wednesday,
December 25; a one-day delay for the balance of the service week will take
effect. Wednesday’s collection will be on Thursday.

Trash and Recycling Set Out Reminders
Reminder that use of trash barrels for storing the blue trash bags or recyclables is
acceptable only if there is no cover/lid on top. Also, the contents must be clearly
and easily noticed that it is a blue bag or acceptable recyclables, otherwise the
contents will not be collected. These requirements are necessary as the solid
waste operator does not have time to remove the lid, or conduct inspections of
the contents. In addition, this is a reminder to not use plastic bags to hold the
recyclable material in the container and to ensure that the recyclables are free of
food waste.

Metal/Electronics Collections
Reminder the next Metal/Electronics curbside collection by Public Works crews
will occur on Tuesday December 10, 2019. Residents should call by Monday
December 9, 2019 to be placed on the pick-up list. Use of bulky waste stickers is
required and can be purchased at City Hall, City Clerk/Treasurer office and at the
Somersworth Public Library (cash or check) and at the DPW building at 18 Lilac
Lane (check only).

City Road Improvement Work
The City has made substantial progress toward completing repairs and improvements to
23 streets in the City. Pike Industries has completed all paving work at this time and is



working with the Department of Public Works on completing remaining punch list
items, to including catch basin cleaning and lane striping on designated streets.   All
streets being resurfaced will have a 3-year excavation moratorium, meaning utility cuts
in the newly resurfaced streets are prohibited.

Thank you to residents in these areas for their adherence to the needed parking bans
as well as patience displayed during construction.

Questions on the City’s road improvements and schedule may be directed to the City
Manager’s office at 692-9503 or the Department of Public Works at 692-4266. 

Residents reminded to not have direct sump pump discharges into City sanitary
sewer manholes or stormwater catch basins.
Public Works Highway crews have noticed some properties have roof downspouts,
foundation drains, and area drains that discharge ground water directly into nearby
catch basins or sanitary sewer manholes. This is in violation of the City’s Sewer Use
Ordinance (8A.21 section 10) and can contribute to overcharging the basin or sewer
manhole. This creates ice and freeze conditions that are hazardous to pedestrians and
motorists, and may carry pollutants into the City’s storm sewer system. This has been
particularly noticeable during cold weather conditions where the discharge flow will
freeze on streets and sidewalks.  

Parking Bans
The City will implement a City-wide parking ban during most plowing and downtown
snow removal operations to ensure safety and efficient clearing of snow from streets
and designated sidewalks. Parking ban announcements are made via social media
updates on a routine basis (email blasts, web site notices and Nixle alerts) and when
possible in traditional print media. Residents and businesses are encouraged to sign up
for the City's Newsletter which will automatically result in receiving other emergency
alerts and updates on such key topics as parking bans to keep you informed and avoid
a ticket or a tow if in violation.  Sign up for the City's Newsletter on the City’s website
at www.somersworth.com . You may sign up for Nixle alerts to receive a text of an
emergency announcement, parking ban, road closures, etc., on the Nixle website
www.nixle.com.
 

Winter Parking Ban -Parking locations
The City has two (2) locations where residents may park their vehicles during a City-
wide parking ban. Those locations are as follows:

-Noble Street -Along the front of Noble Pines Park off of Noble Street
-River Street -at the Jules Bison Park- parking area.  

A special winter parking ban permit is required to use these limited spaces and can be
purchased from the Somersworth Police Department for $20 per month (available
November 1 thru March 31). 
Residents are also encouraged to consider other private arrangements for off street
parking arrangements during a City-wide parking ban if needed. 

http://www.somersworth.com
http://www.nixle.com


Winter has Arrived!
In preparation for this upcoming winter season, residents and contractors are reminded
to not plow or place snow from private driveways or parking lots onto City streets,
sidewalks or public places. Look for future updates on the Department’s winter
response plans on the City’s website.
 
The approaching colder weather can put your water pipes at risk of freezing and
bursting which could cause extensive water damage.
 
Here are a few things you can do to protect your water lines:
 
• Keep building temperatures as consistent as possible, never less than 55 degrees
Fahrenheit.
• Insulate areas where water supply lines are located and eliminate drafts.
• If you have water pipes in basements, crawl spaces, or outside walls, insulate the
pipes, using pipe-sleeves or other insulating material.
• Allow warm air to circulate by opening up doors to closets and cabinets where pipe
chases are located.

If you suspect that a pipe is particularly susceptible to freezing, as an emergency
measure, leave water running at a trickle to prevent freezing. This is never
recommended as a permanent measure and should be monitored frequently.
   
Never use torches or devices with open flames to thaw frozen pipes.

Feature Heading

Somersworth Fire



Firefighters Mike Calabrese and Patrick Casey are instructing kids on how to use portable fire
extinguishers to douse small fires, using demonstration props at the

Somersworth Fire Departments Open House in October.

Holiday Season is Here
The Holiday season is a festive time
for most of us, but remember that
this time of year also yields many
fires due to unattended candles,
overloaded electrical circuits and
natural Christmas trees that dry out
and become fire hazards.

The winter season is upon us and
furnaces and boilers will be working
hard to keep homes warm.
Inefficient heating appliances may
cause carbon monoxide so be certain
to keep furnaces serviced manually.
Also be sure to have a carbon
monoxide detector on every level of
your home.

For questions regarding permits please call the
Fire Department at 692-3457



The winter season also has its share
of power outages. Those who have
generators are cautioned to locate
them away from homes and air
intakes. also, be sure to shut off
normal electrical power at the main
fuse panel so generator does not
backtrack into the street and cause
possible electrocution hazard.



Somersworth Police & Friends

2020 Alarm Permit Renewal Notices
Notices will be mailed out in December. If you won a fire
alarm or a security system alarm, Ordinances require you to
obtain a permit. To renew your permit the fee is $10.00 if paid
before the end of January 2020. If the alarm is for a residence
and you are 65 or older, your permit id free. If you have
questions, please call Karen at the Somersworth PD at 841-
2917 or email kcantrell@somersworth.com

Some Winter Advice & Guidance
The Public is advised not to dump snow into our Public Ways - It violates City
Ordinance which states no person shall deposit, or cause to be deposited, any ice
or snow that has been removed from private property in or upon any street,
sidewalk or public place in the City.

Also Jessica's Law requires all snow and ice to be removed from any vehicles
operating on a public way - Failure to do so constitutes negligent Driving!

Keep informed of Somersworth Parking Bans by joining out Nixle Messaging at
www.nixle.com

Please remember to think of your pets when the weather is cold and wet! If

mailto:kcantrell@somersworth.com
http://www.nixle.com


you're cold, chances are so are they. According to RSA 644:8 if your dog is
outside for any length of time you shall provide and adequate shelter. This shelter
must allow your pet to remain clean and dry. The shelter will be structurly sound
and have adequate space to allow a dog the ability to stand up, turn around and
lie down comfortability. This shelter will be proportionate in size to allow the
natural body heat of the pet to be retained. Animal cruelty is a Felony Level
Offense

See Something - Say Something
Just like the title says, if you see something that looks suspicious or looks out of place,

SAY SOMETHING! You are our eyes and ears. Please call us at 692-3131 when
something looks wrong.

FREE A.L.I.C.E. Training for Businesses
We are offering FREE Active Shooter Training for any business in
Somersworth. ALICE stands for Alert-Lockdown-Inform-Counter-Evacuate. 

Somersworth Detective Rick Campbell gave active Shooter Training to almost 400
employees at Contitech Thermopool in October. If your Business / Company is
interested contact Chief Kretschmar at dkretschmar@somersworth.com for more
information.

Did you miss Drug Take Back Day? 
We have a locked medication drop box in our station lobby that you can put your
unused or expired prescription medications in at any time of the day or night.

Somersworth Crime Line: 
You can leave anonymous information at
692-9111 - 24 hours a day/7 days a week.

  Somersworth Police Department also uses our Facebook page to
give important community information. 

mailto:dkretschmar@somersworth.com
https://www.facebook.com/Somersworth-Recreation-427180040718895/


What's Happening at Somersworth Library

The Somersworth Library Book Club will
meet on Wednesday December 18 at 6:00
pm.

The book club will discuss the books read
throughout 2019 and the new selections for 2020 will be announced.

A direct and compelling headline

The Girl Scouts of the Green and White Mountains
will be holding an information session at the Library
on Wednesday December 4th at 6pm. Looking to
have your child be a part of a Girl Scout Troop in
Somersworth? Be sure to stop by!

 

Bring Back Those Overdue Items on Fine Free Friday!
Next one is Friday December 6
Every month we have "Fine Free Friday" on the first Friday of the Month. Return
any overdue items on that day and you won't owe a thing, no matter how long
you have had the item.

Heading Here

What's Happening in Recreation











TOP 5 Reasons to Attend a Family
Group or Parenting Class

Feature Heading
 

Our playgroups and parenting classes
offer a welcoming and relaxed

environment to learn more about
yourself and your children. A moment

of insight or inspiration can happen



1. Parenting is the most important job you
will ever have.

2. Parenting is a lot more fun with the right
tools.

3. It feels good to know that you are not alone
in your struggles.

4. Your first reaction to a misbehavior is not
always the most helpful response.

5. Children continually change and present
new challenges.

during a conversation with another
parent about mealtime power struggles,

or in a presentation about worry and
anxiety in children. Parenting is hard

work -- even harder if you are facing it
alone. Learning together makes us
more confident, optimistic, happy

parents.
 

We have classes and programs in
Portsmouth, Somersworth, Epping

and Exeter and they are open to
parents, grandparents, foster parents
and caregivers. Call us at (603) 422-

8209 if you want help finding the
group that works best for you.

Somersworth Family First
Upcoming Events

Somersworth
Farm to School

"Behind-the-Scenes" Work of Somersworth Farm to School

We reap what we sow, and Somersworth High School/CTC Building Trades
students sure have been busy this fall, collaborating with Idlehurst and Maple
Wood on outdoor classroom projects for next spring. With funds awarded from
NH Farm to School Institute, Idlehurst kindergarten team members Val
Kretschmar and Michelle Nash coordinated the building of a teepee style pea
trellis and picnic table seating for their gardens-as-classroom concept within Shane

https://www.familiesfirstseacoast.org/calendar/list/?tribe_eventcategory=49%2C37&tribe_city=27937-33474&tribe-bar-


Chick’s Building Trades curriculum. Maple Wood teachers Jen Landry and Emily
Wilson were quietly and diligently writing small grants to fund cold frame season-
extenders and four more raised beds for their school’s gardens, and one from the
Strafford County Master Gardeners has already come through! Redesigning the
Maple Wood gardens around the NH Harvest of the Month program will enable
better use of the curriculum provided by NH Harvest of the Month with more
gardens for students to access. Our DPW Director Michael Bobinsky and his
kindly crew donated and delivered wood chips to spread between the beds for
weed suppression and to minimize the need for mowing there; our custodians
may appreciate that even more than the students! HS Math teacher Derek Labrie
is piloting a Sustainability Club at the High School to give voice to students on
increasingly urgent issues of climate change and responsible environmental
stewardship. This club and others like it at our schools could become more
common if the USDA Farm to School Implementation grant the district is
applying for is awarded next summer. The annual SMS Garlic Powder raffle is on
again, and it’s not too late to purchase a ticket for delicious home-grown SMS
garlic. Proceeds help fund the 8th grade multi-day field trip to Philly and can be
purchased until Dec. 9. Purchasing on Mr. Asbell’s Venmo account is easy, at
Chris-Asbell-1. Don’t love garlic? It makes an excellent holiday gift.  

We have much to be grateful for with the many passionate teachers and students
here in Somersworth. Have an excellent holiday season, and Farm to School will
be back with more fun in the new year. 

Quality Service, Quality Schools, Quality Somersworth
Vision 2020

"We Believe in Somersworth"

Proud Past, Bright Future

City Hall will be Closed on Tuesday December 24 and Wednesday December 25



for the Christmas Holiday.

City Hall will also be Closed on Wednesday January 1, New Year's Day.


